
 Jonas Hiller    2-12-82  6-2, 190    
 Viktor Fasth    8-08-82  6-0, 198
 Jeff Deslauriers    5-14-84  6-4, 200
 Frederik Andersen   10-02-89  6-4, 245
 Igor Bobkov    1-02-91  6-4, 192 
 Marco Cousineau   11-09-89  6-0, 195 
 John Gibson         7-14-93  6-3, 205 

 Tuukka Rask    3-10-87 6-2, 165 
   Anton Khudobin   5-07-86 5-11, 203
 Niklas Svedberg   9-04-89 6-2, 176
 Michael Hutchinson   3-02-90 6-3, 185
 Malcolm Subban   12-21-93       6-1, 187
 Zane Gothberg   8-20-92 6-1, 180
 Lars Volden    7-26-92 6-2, 189
 Adam Morrison   2-09-91 6-3, 194
 Tim Thomas    4-15-74 5-11, 180

NHL DEPTH CHARTS

 Miikka Kiprusoff   10-26-76 6-2, 187
 Henrik Karlsson   11-27-83 6-6, 216
 Leland Irving    4-11-88 6-0, 177
 Karri Ramo    7-01-86 6-2, 192 
 Joni Ortio    4-16-91 6-1, 183
 Laurent Brossoit   3-23-93 6-3, 202 
 Jon Gillies    1-22-94         6-5, 215
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Along with Columbus, I think the Ducks have improved their goaltending 
depth more than any other NHL team this summer, so they simply need 
consistency from starter Jonas Hiller. His performance aside, my burning 
question this season is focused on the transition of Viktor Fasth. At his age, 
the experience he brings over from Sweden should allow for him to be more 
successful than say, a 23 or 24-year-old European rookie. Beyond that, 
with Igor Bobkov and Frederik Andersen fighting for an AHL gig behind Jeff 
Deslauriers, the Ducks are now extremely solid from top to bottom.
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ANAHEIM DUCKS COACH: Pete Peeters

BOSTON BRUINS COACH: Bob Essensa

The fan-angering fiasco surrounding Tim Thomas and his online sociopolitical 
commentary has damaged his future and Boston’s depth chart. That puts 
some pressure on the tandem of Tuukka Rask and rookie Anton Khudobin 
to provide the Bruins with consistent and confidence-infusing performances. 
Rask is one of the finest young prospects in the world, but without any prior 
experience as a 60-65 game starter, he still has plenty to prove. I strongly 
believe Khudobin will not only push Rask, but earn a solid number of starts, 
so as a backup, I’m less concerned about him and more curious about 
Rask’s durability this season. Beyond the need for their NHL tandem to 
silence critics, the Bruins have a formidable depth chart. I recently got a real 
close look at Zane Gothberg and was impressed with his overall skill set.

BUFFALO SABRES COACHES: Jim Corsi, Bob Janosz

The Sabres need Miller to stay healthy and focused, and they also need 
Enroth to display more consistency in his limited starts. I think Enroth is very 
solid when he earns a string of starts, but we all know it’s much tougher to 
play up to standards when the starts are intermittent. At his size, Enroth 
doesn’t have the luxury of losing many games in a row, especially with David 
Leggio continuing to develop and impress the Sabres organization. They 
have a nice battle brewing between Lieuwen and Knapp, too.

 Ryan Miller     7-17-80 6-2, 175
 Jhonas Enroth    6-25-88 5-10, 166
 David Leggio    7-31-84 5-11, 179
 Nathan Lieuwen   8-08-91 6-5, 181
 Connor Knapp    5-01-90 6-5, 215
 Linus Ullmark    7-31-93         6-3, 198
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CALGARY FLAMES COACHES: Clint Malarchuk, Jordan Sigalet

Now that Leland Irving is signed for one year, CGY needs to determine 
whether or not he has legitimate starter potential. The only way they can 
solve that equation, however, is by getting him into some NHL games. Miikka 
Kiprusoff is the best chance Calgary has at making the playoffs, and even if 
they’re in a full rebuild mode, trading him would be a mistake. He’s not only a 
great mentor, but after he makes $5 million this season, he only makes $1.5 
million next season. That’s an unreal salary for a guy that should have no 
problem staying durable and competitive in the 2013-14 season.

"
&

"

&
"
"

(
&

"

            Jonathan Quick   1-21-86 6-1, 200
            Jonathan Bernier   8-07-88 6-0, 185 
            Martin Jones    1-10-90 6-4, 185 
            J-F Berube    7-13-91 6-1, 170 
            Christopher Gibson   12-27-92 6-1, 198 

 Cam Ward    2-29-84 6-1, 185 
 Brian Boucher    1-02-77 6-2, 200 
 Justin Peters    8-30-86 6-1, 205 
  John Muse    8-01-88 5-11, 175
 Mike Murphy    1-15-89 5-11, 161 
 Matt Mahalak    1-22-93 6-3, 180
 Daniel Altshuller   7-24-94         6-2, 175
 Collin Olson    4-04-94 6-3, 196

CAROLINA HURRICANES COACH: Greg Stefan 

Like Miller in Buffalo, Cam Ward needs to post a consistent season of elite-
caliber goaltending if the Hurricanes want to make the playoffs. He’ll probably 
reach close to 70 starts this year, so durability and managing energy is of 
utmost importance. When he does play, Justin Peters needs to prove that 
he can not only thrive as an NHL backup, but actually win some games. 
He’ll need to steal close to 10 points to legitimize his role, and if he can 
accomplish this in the grueling months of January and February, Ward’s 
eerie ability to post another outstanding March (just look at his career stats) 
will be the perfect recipe for a playoff berth. In the AHL, Carolina still need 
someone to play with John Muse during Brian Boucher’s time on the IR.

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS COACHES: Stephane Waite, Andrew Allen

I think Chicago needs a slight upgrade in talent. Take nothing away from 
Corey Crawford’s development over the past two seasons, but he doesn’t 
reflect the skill set of a top-end starter. The work ethic and maturity is there, 
but I still sense some fragility in terms of the coaching staff’s faith in him. I’m 
sure they’re looking at other options, but the goalie market is very stagnant 
right now. Crawford’s fragile situation is further perpetuated by the fact Ray 
Emery is not the most durable backup, although he’s a great presence in 
the crease. From there, however, Chicago is set. Carter Hutton is a perfect 
#3 for the organization, and the Hawks will let Alec Richards, Kent Simpson 
and Mac Carruth duke it out for another spot down there. Both Simpson and 
Carruth are still eligible for the WHL as over-agers this season.    

COLORADO AVALANCHE COACH: Kirk McLean

I think Colorado needs a veteran presence in the AHL, and they desperately 
need an ECHL affiliate. It’s great to see they have a Central Hockey League 
affiliate in Colorado with the new Denver Cutthroats team, but that’s not the 
best solution for prospects that are expected to develop true NHL upside. 
I have seen it up close and personal for more than a few years; quality 
prospects get stuck in the CHL, excel in that league, but struggle in the AHL 
because they don’t play against the type of talent found in the ECHL.

 Semyon Varlamov   4-27-88 6-2, 209 
 J-S Giguere      5-16-77 6-1, 202         
   Calvin Pickard      4-15-92 6-1, 195 
   Kent Patterson   9-15-89 6-1, 195 
            Kieran Millan      8-31-89 6-0, 190 
    Sami Aittokallio   8-06-92 6-1, 172

 Corey Crawford   12-31-84 6-2, 190             
 Ray Emery    9-28-82       6-2, 196 
   Carter Hutton    12-19-85 6-1, 210 
   Alec Richards    6-29-87 6-4, 210 
     Kent Simpson    3-26-92 6-3, 200 
   Mac Carruth    3-25-92 6-3, 182 
   Johan Mattsson   4-25-92 6-4, 192
 Brandon Whitney   5-11-94 6-5, 192
 Matt Tomkins    6-19-94 6-2, 174

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS COACH: Ian Clark

Columbus doesn’t really need anything right now, other than to try and give 
Sergei Bobrovsky at least 40 starts this season. They don’t have “high-
end” talent, but at least they have a tandem that will be competitive. Their 
AHL tandem is very solid with York and McElhinney, and that is great news 
for York, as he’ll have a chance to hone his NHL potential. The future is 
extremely bright with the likes of Oscar Dansk, Joonas Korpisalo, and Anton 
Forsberg. So the future is way brighter than the present, but hey, this team 
is in full-blown rebuild mode to begin with. I see nothing wrong with giving 
Steve Mason one more year to try and finally get his act together.

 Steve Mason      5-29-88 6-4, 212 
 Sergei Bobrovsky   9-20-88 6-1, 174
 Curtis McElhinney   5-23-83 6-2, 197 
   Allen York    6-17-89 6-4, 185 
   Anton Forsberg   11-27-92 6-2, 176
   Martin Ouellette   12-30-91 6-1, 160
 Oscar Dansk    2-28-94 6-2, 187
 Joonas Korpisalo   4-28-94 6-2, 168

   Kari Lehtonen      11-16-83 6-4, 200          
 Richard Bachman   7-25-87       5-11, 175 
            Cristopher Nihlstorp   2-16-84 6-3, 192
 Jack Campbell   1-09-92 6-1, 171
 Tyler Beskorowany   4-28-90 6-5, 204
 Maxime Lagace   1-12-93 6-1, 176 
   Henri Kiviahlo    2-26-94 6-3, 183

DALLAS STARS COACH: Mike Valley

The Stars need to weed out the weakest link in their depth chart. There’s a 
great trifecta in place with Kari Lehtonen, Richard Bachman and Christopher 
Nihlstorp, and I could see Chris usurping Bachman at some point this season, 
or playing so well that the Stars can trade Bachman. But after that, things 
are a bit murky. Jack Campbell deserves a full-time spot in Texas, meaning 
Tyler Beskorowany is the odd man out for the time being. The recent signing 
of Maxime Lagace is a real nice signing for the future, as he’ll return to the 
QMJHL this season and continue to develop his game.

DETROIT RED WINGS COACHES: Jim Bedard, Chris Osgood

Detroit has one too many pieces in their system, and need to weed out the 
weak. MacDonald is making one-way money this season to play in Grand 
Rapids, but with the arrival of Gustavsson, he’s hoping to be traded. That 
means they have Pearce, the maligned McCollum, and OHL standout Petr 
Mrazek looking to earn the other AHL spot. Mrazek is still eligible for the OHL 
this season, and I think the Red Wings have to give McCollum, a former first-
round draft pick, every chance possible to prove he can play consistently in 
the AHL before his entry-level contract expires next July. 

 Jimmy Howard   3-26-84 6-1, 208         
   Jonas Gustavsson   10-24-84 6-3, 192
 Joey MacDonald   2-07-80 6-0, 197 
    Jordan Pearce    10-10-86 6-1, 201 
   Tom McCollum   12-07-89 6-2, 208 
   Petr Mrazek    2-14-92 6-1, 184
 Jake Paterson    5-03-94 6-2, 183

EDMONTON OILERS COACH: Frederic Chabot

I think EDM overpaid for Dubnyk‘s services, as he’ll make $3.5 million on 
average each of the next two years. He can certainly turn that contract into 
a steal, but I personally don’t see that happening this season. Aside from 
Dubnyk needing to legitimize his earnings, I think the Oilers have taken care 
of business. I like Nikolai Khabibulin as a veteran mentor, and if he is traded 
before the season ends, Yann Danis makes a good replacement as Dubnyk’s 
backup. Roy has a chance to evolve into a full-time AHL goaltender, and 
Tyler Bunz is set to turn pro, and could even push Roy in training camp.

 Devan Dubnyk   5-04-86 6-5, 194
 Nikolai Khabibulin   1-13-73 6-1, 208          
            Yann Danis    6-21-81 6-0, 187 
       Olivier Roy    7-12-91 6-0, 165 
          Tyler Bunz    2-11-92 6-1, 196 
     Samu Perhonen   3-07-93 6-3, 174 
     Frans Tuohimaa   8-19-91 6-2, 179 

FLORIDA PANTHERS COACH: Robb Tallas

The Panthers need another impressive season out of Jose Theodore and 
Scott Clemmensen. Now they’re both just one year older, making it that 
much tougher to match last year’s output. As guys that are considered 
average talents in the twilight of their careers, it is imperative they stay 
healthy. Theodore will try to fend off the stigma of being streaky, while 
Clemmensen will simply try to play in as many games as possible. From 
there, the Panthers have done a great job of bolstering their depth behind 
future stud Jacob Markstrom. Signing Dov-Grumet Morris rewards a guy 
that reflects the true meaning of perseverance, but no prospect imbibes the 
meaning of the term more than Michael Houser.

       Jose Theodore   9-13-76 5-11, 185 
       Scott Clemmensen   7-23-77 6-3, 205 
       Jacob Markstrom   1-31-90 6-3, 178 
      Dov Grumet-Morris   2-28-82 6-2, 198
 Brian Foster    2-04-87 6-1, 155 
       Michael Houser   9-13-92 6-2, 192
 Sam Brittain    5-10-92 6-3, 215 
       Sergei Gayduchenko   6-06-89 6-5, 227

LOS ANGELES KINGS COACHES: Bill Ranford, Kim Dillabaugh

I think the Kings need of a veteran presence in Manchester. Martin Jones 
has excellent NHL upside and is developing nicely, but I would consider it 
a risk if they entered the season with he and J-F Berube in the AHL. That 
tandem is certainly a possible scenario, and it could work out just fine, but I 
like to err on the side of caution in most of these situations. With Jonathan 
Bernier requesting a trade, the Kings do have a more pressing need.

  Niklas Backstrom   2-13-78 6-1, 189           
     Josh Harding    6-18-84 6-1, 197 
     Matt Hackett    3-07-90 6-2, 179 
      Darcy Kuemper   5-05-90 6-4, 195 
     Johan Gustafsson   2-28-92 6-2, 203 
 Dennis Endras   7-14-85 6-0, 167 
     Steve Michalek   8-06-93 6-2, 183

MINNESOTA WILD COACH: Bob Mason

With Johan Gustafsson signing an entry-level contract before the June 
1 deadline, I think Minnesota has one of the stronger depth charts in the 
NHL right now. Niklas Backstrom should be very solid in the final year of 
his contract, due to the stronger team in front of him and he should be 
pushed nicely by Josh Harding, who is signed for the next three seasons. 
Matt Hackett and Darcy Kuemper will continue to develop in the AHL, while 
they have Mike Brodeur filling the veteran role with an AHL/ECHL deal. 
Gustafsson will continue to develop nicely in Sweden, and they also have 
Steve Michalek developing at Harvard.

MONTREAL CANADIENS COACH: Pierre Groulx, Vincent Riendeau

The Canadiens need to support elite workhorse Carey Price with more 
effective goaltending from Peter Budaj. The Slovakian is in the final year of 
his contract, and if he expects to stay in North America past this season, he 
needs to win at least 75-percent of his starts. He may only appear in 10-12 
games behind Price, so he must make every minute count. It’s not easy to 
perform well in such limited action, but there can be no excuses. They did an 
excellent job of adding Cedrick Desjardins back into their system, too.

 Carey Price    8-16-87 6-3, 219
      Peter Budaj    9-18-82 6-1, 200 
      Cedrick Desjardins   9-30-85 6-0, 192
      Robert Mayer    10-09-89 6-1, 190 
      Peter Delmas    2-16-90 6-2, 190

 Martin Brodeur   5-6-72 6-2, 215    
     Johan Hedberg   5-3-73 5-11, 180    
     Keith Kinkaid    7-04-89 6-3, 190 
     Jeff Frazee    5-13-87 6-0, 184 
     Maxime Clermont   12-31-91 6-1, 193 
     Scott Wedgewood   8-14-92 6-1, 192 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS COACHES: Mitch Korn, Ben Vanderklok

Even though the loss of Anders Lindback stings, I think the Predators can 
focus on the future by developing his comparable, Magnus Hellberg. I 
expect him to play in Milwaukee with Jeremy Smith this season, as Chet 
Pickard is playing in Sweden with Djurgarden this season. Like Detroit and 
McCollum, Pickard’s lack of development is a tough blemish to erase, so his 
performance and growth in Europe will be a focal point for the organization. 
Otherwise, I like the fact that Atte Engren (RFA) is back in the SM-liiga with 
TPS, where his rights are retained for the duration of his stay in Europe.

 Pekka Rinne    11-03-82 6-5, 207          
     Chris Mason    4-20-76 6-0, 204 
      Jeremy Smith    4-13-89 6-1, 171 
     Magnus Hellberg   4-04-91 6-5, 183 
       Chet Pickard    11-29-89 6-3, 214 
     Atte Engren    2-19-88 6-1, 185
 Marek Mazanec   7-18-91 6-2, 185

NEW JERSEY DEVILS COACHES: Chris Terreri, Jacques Caron

I’m not sure where to start with the Devils, because they basically need a 
little bit of everything. Take nothing away from the legacy of Martin Brodeur, 
but now that he’s signed for two more years, the Devils are delaying the 
inevitable. They must find a way to better develop their prospects, especially 
since I don’t see any NHL upside in Jeff Frazee. Keith Kinkaid brings more 
upside to the table, as does Scott Wedgewood, but I fail to see anyone being 
ready for full-time NHL duty as a backup in 2013-14.

   Evgeni Nabokov   7-15-75 6-0, 205         
     Rick DiPietro    9-19-81 6-1, 210  
      Kevin Poulin    4-12-90 6-2, 210 
     Anders Nilsson   3-19-90 6-5, 220 
     Mikko Koskinen   7-18-88 6-5, 187 
     Cody Rosen    9-27-90 5-11, 180    

NEW YORK ISLANDERS COACHES: Mike Dunham

As of August 1, Rick DiPietro was no longer on the IR and is now considered 
to be healthy. Clearly the organization’s needs fall on his fragile shoulders, 
as he’ll be looked upon to hopefully play more than 10 games. From there, 
the Islanders have a solid workhorse starter in Evgeni Nabokov, and they 
have tremendous depth in Anders Nilsson and Kevin Poulin. Another serious 
need is for Garth Snow to find a goalie coach to replace the loss of Sudsie 
Majaraj, who seemed to cut ties with the Islanders in an unceremonious 
fashion. It’s nice to see Mikko Koskinen is being retained, too.

   Henrik Lundqvist   3-02-82 6-1, 195           
     Martin Biron    8-15-77 6-3, 180 
            Cameron Talbot   6-05-87 6-3, 185 
     Jason Missiaen   4-25-90 6-8, 200 
     Scott Stajcer    6-14-91 6-2, 195

NEW YORK RANGERS COACH: Benoit Allaire

For now, I’m not totally sold on the tandem of Cam Talbot and Jason 
Missiaen being successful in the AHL. I think Talbot needs some type of 
support to push and guide him along, but it doesn’t have to be a veteran 
with NHL experience, it can be a comparable in skill and age. I don’t think 
Missiaen has enough experience at the pro level (ECHL rookie last season) 
to effectively manage a decent workload in the AHL.

 Craig Anderson   5-21-81 6-2, 180 
     Ben Bishop    11-21-86 6-7, 205
     Robin Lehner    7-24-91 6-3, 220 
      Nathan Lawson   9-29-83 6-2, 200
 Chris Driedger    5-18-94 6-2, 190
 Francois Brassard   1-31-94 6-1, 160

OTTAWA SENATORS COACH: Rick Wamsley

I think the Sens really need Ben Bishop to push Craig Anderson throughout 
the season. I still consider Anderson to be one of the most streaky goalies 
in the NHL, and until he becomes a bit more polished and consistent from 
game to game, I think they will be a fringe playoff team. Bishop needs to be 
prepared to play in 20-25 games, some of which could come in sets of three 
or four starts in a row. If this happens, the Sens need Anderson to respond 
with the best goaltending of his life (like we saw in Colorado in 2009-10). 

 Ilya Bryzgalov    6-22-80 6-3, 210 
     Michael Leighton   5-19-81 6-3, 192 
     Niko Hovinen    3-16-88 6-7, 200  
     Cal Heeter    11-02-88 6-4, 175 
     Jakub Kovar    7-19-88 6-0, 201 
            Anthony Stolarz   1-20-94 6-5, 201

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS COACH: Jeff Reese

For now, the backup gig to Bryzgalov is Michael Leighton‘s for the taking, 
and while I think he can fill that role just fine, if Bryzgalov continues to be 
an inconsistent entity, I struggle to see Leighton filling in the gaps. I could 
go either way with that one, to be honest. If the Flyers elect to roll with what 
they have, Niko Hovinen and Cal Heeter in Adirondack is an inexperienced 
tandem that could face their fair share of struggles as well. I’m always a bit 
suspicious of a Flyers goaltending plan, and this year is no different.

 Mike Smith    3-22-82 6-4, 219           
     Jason LaBarbera   1-18-80 6-3, 230  
     Chad Johnson    6-10-86 6-2, 175 
     Mark Visentin    8-07-92 6-2, 187 
     Louis Domingue   3-06-92 6-3, 180 
      Mike Lee    10-05-90 6-0, 190
 Marek Langhamer   7-22-94 6-1, 181

PHOENIX COYOTES COACH: Sean Burke

You can’t ask for much more from Phoenix with their tandem of Mike Smith 
and Jason LaBarbera. I also love how they shed the excess weight of Justin 
Pogge and Curtis McElhinney (and Marc Cheverie), then replaced them with 
Chad Johnson. Therefore, I think their only true need right now is to sort out 
who will play in the ECHL. Mark Visentin has the inside track on the AHL gig 
behind Johnson, but it’s unclear where Louis Domingue (still eligible for the 
QMJHL) and Mike Lee (graduated from St. Cloud State) will land. Other than 
that pressing issue, the Coyotes are pretty solid from top to bottom.

 Marc-Andre Fleury   11-28-84 6-2, 180         
     Tomas Vokoun   7-02-76 6-0, 195
 Jeff Zatkoff    6-09-87 6-3, 170 
      Brad Thiessen    3-19-86 6-0, 180 
     Patrick Killeen    4-15-90 6-4, 204 
     Alex Pechurski   6-05-90 6-0, 187
 Matthew Murray   5-25-94 6-3, 159
 Sean Maguire    2-02-93 6-2, 201

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS COACHES: Gilles Meloche, Mike Bales

Adding Tomas Vokoun filled a major void, meaning their most important need 
right now is more consistency from Marc-Andre Fleury. He should have no 
problem generating motivation after the way his season ended against the 
Flyers in the playoffs. An elite talent will always have to face the pressure of 
being consistent game in and game out, and this continues to be Fleury’s 
main fight. From there, I like Pittsburgh’s addition of Jeff Zatkoff, as he’ll 
create one of the best AHL tandems with Brad Thiessen. Their long-term 
depth has improved with the additions of Matt Murray and Sean Maguire, 
and they have a giant space-filler in Patrick Killeen, too.

 Antti Niemi    8-29-83 6-2, 210 
     Thomas Greiss   1-29-86 6-1, 210 
     Alex Stalock    7-28-87 5-11, 180 
     Harri Sateri    12-29-89  6-1, 190 
   Thomas Heemskerk   4-11-90 6-0, 182 
     J.P. Anderson    4-27-92 5-11, 190

SAN JOSE SHARKS COACH: Wayne Thomas, Corey Schwab

I put SJ right up there with Anaheim and Minnesota in terms of organizational 
depth, so they don’t have any severe pressing needs. I think Antti Niemi will 
be pushed hard by Thomas Greiss this season, especially since Greiss is 
in the final year of his contract. Alex Stalock is one of the top #3 goalies out 
there, and Harri Sateri is a brilliant hidden gem. Shedding Tyson Sexsmith 
removes excess weight, and J.P. Anderson is still eligible to play in the OHL, 
so they have flexibility at the bottom of their depth chart as well.

 Jaroslav Halak   5-13-85 5-11, 179
 Brian Elliott    4-09-85 6-2, 198 
      Jake Allen    8-07-90 6-2, 190 
     Mike McKenna   4-11-83 6-2, 195
 Paul Karpowich   10-25-88 6-0, 160
 Reto Berra    1-03-87 6-4, 197
 Jordan Binnington   7-11-93 6-2, 171 
     Niklas Lundstrom   1-10-93 6-2, 179
 Francois Tremblay   8-29-94 6-2, 200

ST. LOUIS BLUES COACH: Corey Hirsch

As long as Ken Hitchcock is the bench boss for the Blues, their NHL 
goaltending with Brian Elliott and Jaroslav Halak will continue to excel. That 
means their focus will lie in the AHL, where Jake Allen will be looked upon 
to develop into a legitimate #3 goalie this season. That’s where the biggest 
question mark sits right now, and I also give credit to the Blues for bringing 
in Mike McKenna, who can fill a variety of roles for the organization. He 
also reflects the hometown kid, and that’s a positive for an organization that 
wants to build up their fan base. Paul Karpowich can fill a role in the ECHL, 
while Jordan Binnington is likely to head back to the OHL.

      Anders Lindback   5-03-88 6-6, 198
 Mathieu Garon   1-09-78 6-2, 207
 Dustin Tokarski   9-16-89 5-11, 190 
     Jaroslav Janus   9-21-89 5-11, 190 
     Riku Helenius    3-03-88 6-3, 198
 Pat Nagle    9-21-87 6-2, 169 
     Adam Wilcox    11-26-92 6-2, 172
 Andrei Vasilevski   7-25-94 6-3, 210

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING COACH: Frantz Jean

I think Anders Lindback will perform better than expected in his first chance 
at being a starter, but it will take him a few months to get acclimated and 
comfortable in his new surroundings. With the support and veteran presence 
of Mathieu Garon, the Lightning should be just fine in goal this season. 
There will certainly be some hurdles to overcome as Lindback evolves “on 
the fly” into a workhorse starter, but compared to last season, I see solid 
improvement in goals against and save percentages. Their depth is over-
saturated with Dustin Tokarski, Jaroslav Janus and Riku Helenius, so I think 
the Lightning need to find a solid spot for Janus to play in Europe.

 James Reimer    3-15-88 6-3, 208
 Ben Scrivens    9-11-86 6-2, 180
 Jussi Rynnas    5-22-87 6-3, 205
 Mark Owuya    7-18-89 6-2, 198  
     Garret Sparks    6-28-93 6-2, 204 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS COACH: Francois Allaire, Jean-Ian Filiatrault

Inexperienced prospects like James Reimer and Ben Scrivens can’t manage 
the extreme pressure that goalies face in a market like Toronto, and no matter 
how good of a goalie coach Francois Allaire is, he’s not capable of leading 
by example. J-S Giguere filled that leadership and “mentor” role perfectly 
since he was a master of the Allaire style, but without his positive influence, I 
suspect the Leafs will struggle between the pipes again this season.

 Roberto Luongo   4-04-79 6-3, 205 
     Cory Schneider   3-18-86 6-2, 195 
            Eddie Lack      1-05-88 6-5, 213 
      Joe Cannata      1-02-90 6-1, 200 
     David Honzik    8-09-93 6-3, 206

VANCOUVER CANUCKS COACH: Rolie Melanson

When will Roberto Luongo be traded, where will he go, and will the Canucks 
allow Eddie Lack to begin his NHL career pending that trade, or will they 
replace Luongo with another veteran presence? This issue is way bigger 
than a paragraph can handle, so for now, I’ll say that Lack is one of those 
fringe AHL-starter-NHL-backups, and I suspect the Canucks will begin the 
season with Luongo in tow. I also have my eye on Joe Cannata.

 Michal Neuvirth   3-23-88 6-1, 200 
      Braden Holtby    9-16-89 6-1, 202 
     Dany Sabourin   9-02-80 6-4, 200 
          Philipp Grubauer   11-25-91 6-0, 180 
     Sergei Kostenko   9-17-92 5-11, 187
 Brandon Anderson   7-13-92 6-0, 163 
     Steffen Soberg   8-06-93 5-11, 165

WASHINGTON CAPITALS COACHES: Dave Prior, Olaf Kolzig

Last summer, the excitement of a potential Michal Neuvirth / Braden Holtby 
tandem was put on hold by George McPhee due to the cost-efficiency and 
availability of Vokoun. It was clearly the right move to make at the time. This 
season, however, it looks like he’s ready to put his faith in the team’s two 
terrific young goalie prospects. And don’t forget, he could sign a veteran 
free agent at any time (Brent Johnson could return, for all I know). A young 
tandem will always carry legitimate questions regarding their consistency, so 
that will be the team’s biggest need moving forward. 

 Ondrej Pavelec   8-31-87 6-3, 220 
     Al Montoya    2-13-85 6-2, 195
 Mark Dekanich   5-10-86 6-2, 191
 Ed Pasquale      11-21-90 6-3, 210 
     Chris Carrozzi    3-03-90 6-3, 185 
     Jason Kasdorf    5-18-92 6-4, 179
 Connor Hellebuyck   5-19-93 6-4, 185
 Jamie Phillips    3-24-93 6-1, 170

WINNIPEG JETS COACH: Wade Flaherty

I think Ondrej Pavelec is on the brink of becoming an elite talent, and I 
think over the next 12 months, he’ll ultimately reach that point. Adding Al 
Montoya as a backup was a nice move, and while adding Mark Dekanich to 
the system is clearly a risk, he’s a perfect guy for Eddie Pasquale to learn 
from. Pasquale was one of the most improved prospects over the past 12 
months, and I like the direction his game is taking, But beyond him, the Jets 
have very weak depth, and they need it to improve quickly. From Carrozzi to 
Phillips, I don’t see any type of NHL upside in any of them, and that’s taking 
into account they are still early on in their development. 

ALTERATION MARKS LEGEND
SURGING: Monthly performances well above average. Fast-rising 
momentum in the areas of skill, potential, opportunity and statistics.

RISING: Monthly performances that reflect moderate progress. This 
includes improved momentum and stats from the previous month.

STEADY: Monthly performances consistent with the previous month, 
or an overall steady progress, despite slightly lower or higher stats.

FALLING: Monthly performances well below average. This includes 
a losing record, low save percentage or a severe lack of consistency.

CRASHING: A monthly performance in which the goaltender lost the 
role with their team, or damaged their reputation due to very poor play.

CLOSE EYE: This goalie is worth watching very closely because his 
long-term value could skyrocket at any moment due to deceptive skill.

INJURED: Goaltenders that were injured for at least half of the month.

COLORS: Red marks indicate a change. Black indicates no change.
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TEAM GRADES*
A+   VANCOUVER
A     NASHVILLE
A     LOS ANGELES
A-    BOSTON
A-    SAN JOSE
A-    ANAHEIM
B+   MINNESOTA
B+   CALGARY
B+   DALLAS
B     ST. LOUIS
B     PHOENIX
B     PITTSBURGH
B-    WASHINGTON
B-    NY ISLANDERS
C+   CHICAGO

C+   TAMPA BAY
C+   CAROLINA
C     PHILADELPHIA
C     FLORIDA
C     EDMONTON
C     NY RANGERS
C-    BUFFALO
C-    OTTAWA
C-    COLUMBUS
D+   DETROIT
D+   MONTREAL
D     TORONTO
D     COLORADO
D-    NEW JERSEY
D-    WINNIPEG
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Updated August 2nd

*UNDERSTANDING TEAM GRADES*

Alteration Marks enhance our NHL Depth Charts by reflecting a goaltender’s progress during the previous month. Progress is defined as a goaltender’s 
statistical on-ice performance, as well as their ability to alter their overall reputation, upside and value, as perceived by scouts and goalie analysts.

Team grades reflect the overall value of an NHL organization’s depth chart, from 
top to bottom. It includes (but is not limited to) elements such as overall goaltending 
talent, overall depth, the strength of a team’s goalie coaching, the systematic 
approach to developing goalie prospects, and drafting and/or scouting prowess.
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