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FORMER CORNELL STANDOUT EXCELS IN NHL DEBUT
When James Reimer made his first 

career NHL start back on January 1, 
Maple Leafs head coach Ron Wilson 
played some head games by keeping 
it a secret from the media. He did this 
in order to eliminate any chance of 
his prized rookie goalie having to deal 
with major distractions from reporters 
and fans. 

This afternoon, it was deja vu all 
over again for Wilson and the media, 
as everyone in the Toronto press 
circles was led to believe that Jonas 
Gustavsson would be starting his fifth 
straight game. But when the players 
prepared for their road battle against 
the Blue Jackets, it was Ben Scrivens 
that led the Leafs onto the ice for their 
pre-game warmup.

Scrivens, a former Cornell standout, was a first-team All-American as a 
senior and spent all four years with his Alma Mater. He played behind a very 
strong defense that is known for somewhat bubble-wrapping their goalies, but 
still played well enough to post a 1.87 goals-against average and .934 save 
percentage as a senior. He was also voted as the ECAC’s Goaltender of the 
Year. Ironically, it was Blue Jackets goalie coach Ian Clark that had coached 
Scrivens in juniors before college, as well as during part of his tenure at Cornell.

It didn’t take long for Scrivens to prove he was much more than just a good 
goalie playing in an awesome collegiate program. He proved he had NHL upside 
in his rookie pro campaign, as he posted solid numbers with both the Reading 
Royals (ECHL) and the Toronto Marlies. In 33 games in the AHL, Scrivens posted 
a .924 SP% and 2.33 GAA with two shutouts. During his stint with the Royals in 
the first half of the season, he posted a 2.23 GAA and a .938 SP%.  

Be sure to read this story by TSN Radio 1050 reporter Jonas Siegel, who 
explains how Scrivens crossed paths with Maple Leafs goalie consultant 
Francois Allaire. A current student of Allaire’s famous goalie camp in Switzerland, 
Scrivens has quietly been developing into a top-notch prospect since the summer 
of his junior year in college.

As of tonight, Scrivens was #27 overall in my Top-150 Prospects Rankings. He 
has been steadily rising since the final month of his senior year at Cornell, and he 
should rise a few more spots in my November release as he continues to build 
up his reputation as Toronto’s new #3 goalie.

When the final buzzer sounded, Scrivens had stopped 38-of-39 shots and was 
named as the game’s #1 star. He stopped 11 shots in the first period, 13-of-14 in 
the second period, then all 14 shots he faced in the third.

---[ SCOUTING NOTES ON SCRIVENS’ PERFORMANCE ]---

Scrivens didn’t face a shot in the first few minutes of the game, but at the 2:56 
mark, he was welcomed into the NHL thanks to an early Columbus power play 
chance. The first scoring chance he faced was a shot from the low slot that went 
directly off the left post. Shortly after that lucky bounce, he made a composed 
glove save with traffic in front of him, allowing him to survive the early PP chance 
by the Blue Jackets. Columbus earned a second power play chance at 9:35, but 
Scrivens stopped two more shots on that opportunity, so he was 4-for-4 early.

The highlight of Scrivens’ first period was two big lateral saves, both pushing 
from his left post to his right post. The first lateral save he made was off his right 
shoulder. The second one was a terrific right pad save on Rick Nash, who was 
wide open right on the doorstep off the right post.

Late in the first period, Scrivens showcased his ability to play and execute 
effectively within the Allaire butterfly style, when an initial shot from inside the 
blueline rocketed off his pads. The rebound was placed directly in front of his 
body, then Scrivens stayed tight, kept his back very straight and sealed holes. 
The rebound chance was heading for just inside the left post, but Scrivens made 
a nice reaction with the glove and pulled the puck out of the air. 

The first period was easily Scrivens’ most impressive of the night, as his 
composure and poise allowed the Leafs to play with confidence in front of him. 
His movements were not over-amplified, nor were they out of control due to the 
increased speed he faced. He stopped all 11 shots he faced in the first period.

On the only goal that Scrivens allowed (11:20 of the second period), a puck 
was funneled to the crease from behind the net on a turnaround pass by Antoine 
Vermette. The puck went off Scrivens’ stick and then a defenseman’s skate, 
then bounced to the low slot area above the left post. Vermette followed up his 
centering feed and pushed the puck back towards the crease, while Scrivens 
opened up the pads to try and cover the loose puck. But Ryan Johansen drove 
the net and was able to get his stick on the puck, and he pushed it in between 
Scrivens’ legs. The goal gave the Blue Jackets a bit of life, which led to another 
PP chance a minute later, but they didn’t generate any scoring chances from it.

Through two periods, Scrivens had stopped 24-of-25 shots, but wasn’t tested 
nearly as often in the middle frame. He faced more shots, but fewer quality 
scoring chances. He looked a little uncomfortable for a few minutes after the Blue 
Jackets scored, but he didn’t make any mistakes and didn’t allow Columbus to 
score a second goal. He stayed even-keeled, poised and confident in the crease. 

Scrivens wasn’t overly tested in the third period, either. But he still made 
a handful of timely stops to keep the Leafs ahead by three goals. Relying on 
his size and positioning, Ben stayed patient on a partial breakaway by R.J. 
Umberger with only 9:43 remaining in the game. That was the most timely stop 
he made in the final frame. From that point on, the Leafs cruised to the 4-1 win. 

---[ CONCLUDING THOUGHTS ON SCRIVENS ]---

Overall, I was impressed with Scrivens in terms of his technique and style. I 
think this game easily solidifies him as Toronto’s new #3 goalie, and even though 
he’ll go back to the Marlies when Reimer is over his whiplash issues, general 
manager Brian Burke has to be even more excited about the future now. Jussi 
Rynnas is another quality prospect, but Scrivens’ stock is soaring right now.

One area of Ben’s posture and positioning that is extremely unique is his glove 
hand placement. When he gets into a crouch, the glove comes up around his 
chest area, but the palm faces directly down towards the ice. This peculiar angle 
of the glove has to be a personal preference in terms of comfort, as I have only 
seen this type of placement before with a few goalies (one is Pekka Rinne). 

Furthermore, when Scrivens sets up for a faceoff in his zone, he flares out 
his elbows and brings his hands up high around his chest area. Flaring out the 
elbows is also very unique, as all other goalies like to seal the holes between 
their sides and arms. But Scrivens makes himself big by pushing his elbows out. 

What I liked best about Scrivens in this game was the fact that, even though 
he’s being taught to play the traditional Allaire style, he still utilizes his excellent 
skating skills to make him mobile and agile in the net. This ability to skate also 
allows him to push into pucks and shots, something I don’t really see with Jonas 
Gustavsson or Reimer.

In terms of Scrivens’ mindset, more impressive than his technique and 
rebound control was his even-keeled demeanor. Aside from a few scrambly 
sequences, there was no panic in his game. He was composed and comfortable 
for the entire 60 minutes, and his ability to display that poise in the first 10-15 
minutes of the game played a major role in his success tonight. 

Another aspect I really liked in Scrivens’ game was his puck-moving and 
stickhandling skills. He made good decisions on when to move the puck, and 
where to place it for his defensemen. He did not cause any unforced turnovers 
and had an active stick in the crease as well. Again, his skating skills plays a role 
in his ability to get out of the net, make a decision, then return without delay.

It is also important to realize that, at 25 years of age, Scrivens is pretty mature 
for a goalie making his NHL debut. Four full years in college, plus a full year in 
the minors has allowed his game to evolve at a slow and steady pace.

This may have been Scrivens’ first NHL start, but he played like a seasoned 
veteran. That’s one of the advantages of being an Allaire pupil; everything is 
focused on being as economical and as minimal as possible. He fits the mold 
extremely well, and it definitely played a role in his successful NHL debut. Be 
sure to listen to my post-game Audio Report for more thoughts on Scrivens!   

                        ~This report was written by The Goalie Guild founder, Justin Goldman
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