
Heading into the first week of February, all I could keep thinking to myself 
was, “Trends, trends, everywhere.” 

Whether it is a collection of “sophomore” goalies slumping in the AHL, or 
goalies coming back from the World Juniors, or goalies benefitting from a 
heavier workload, trends were plentiful over the month of January. 

This is also the first month in over a year that I have seen so much movement 
in the Top-10. Even though Eddie Lack is not matching the play from his rookie 
season, the closer we get to the playoffs, the closer he is to getting out from 
under Cory Schneider’s shadow. 

His rise is also due to the drop of Robin Lehner, a goalie that has had to deal 
with suspensions, injuries and inconsistency in his sophomore season as well. 
One of the few goalies to be solid despite obstacles is Thomas Greiss, and now 
that he’s sitting on the perch of graduation with 24 starts, he deserves to be 
rewarded with a three-spot boost. Expect him to graduate 5th overall.

I also welcome Richard Bachman to the Top-10 for the first time ever. It has 
been such an awesome experience seeing him rise up from the WCHA to the 
ECHL to the AHL and now to the NHL, and he’s a “model prospect” in terms of 
graduating, which could happen before the end of the year.

Ben Bishop was one of the most impressive prospects of the month, as he 
not only handled the pressures that come with knowing Brian Elliott was re-
signed with maturity, but also dominated the AHL’s All-Star Skills Competition 
and game (MVP Award). He’s on the NHL Trade Deadline for sure, so he snuck 
into the Top-20 for the first time ever.

The biggest disappointment was the unfortunate injury situation with Mark 
Dekanich. His chronic ankle problems destroyed his amazing opportunity to take 
over the Blue Jackets crease, and now his value is a total unknown. As such, 
he’ll continue to slide until his fate for next season is determined.   ~ J. Goldman   

prospects rankings
RK GOALTENDER           NHL DRAFT      UPDATE                           LM      +/-

 1 JACOB MARKSTROM FLA 2008-31              1 0
              
         
 2 ANDERS LINDBACK NSH 2008-207                      2 0
   

 3 BRADEN HOLTBY  WAS 2008-93                           3 0
    

 4 EDDIE LACK  VAN Undrafted            6 2
    

 5 THOMAS GREISS  SJS  2004-94                    8 3

 6 ALEX SALAK  CHI Undrafted                    5 -1

 7 ROBIN LEHNER  OTT 2009-46               4 -3

 8  KEVIN POULIN  NYI 2008-126           10 2

 9 RICHARD BACHMAN DAL 2006-120           11 2

 
 10 MATT HACKETT  MIN 2009-77            9 -1 

Due to a knee injury to Jose Theodore at the end of 2011, Markstrom kicked off 2012 by joining the 
Panthers on a road trip. Unfortunately, however, a small tweak to the same knee he had surgery on 
last season resulted in the need for another small surgery in January. As of February 10, Jacob was 
back on the ice practicing with the Panthers, but he has not played a game since back on 12/31. 

After going to Milwaukee to play a few AHL games in January, Anders returned and went right back 
to sitting on the bench. He did get some love on national TV however, as he earned starts on 1/17 
against NYR and 2/2 against PHI. He played well in both losses, but with 24 NHL starts now under 
his belt, similar to Bernier, a lack of playing time could become an issue for his long-term value.      

Inconsistency continues to plague Holtby this season. He was a solid 6-2-0 with a 2.36 GAA in 
December, but went just 4-4 with a 2.73 GAA and .915 SV% in January. That may not seem like a 
big difference, but he went from winning three straight (1/8 to 1/14) to losing three straight (1/20 to 
1/27). To make matters worse, he gave up 6 goals on just 48 shots in his first 2 games in February.   

The trend of sophomore prospects struggling to get the same bounces they got as rookies continues 
with the story of Lack’s season. Part of this is due to the strong play of Matt Climie, while a big part 
is strictly due to the fact Lack can’t get into a rhythm. He was 3-3-0 in January with a 2.53 GAA and 
.914 SV%, including a shutout on 1/25. Why the rise? Cory Schneider is closer to being moved.   
 
What makes a prospect “Top-10 worthy” is an ability to make the most of limited chances. Maybe no 
prospect in Greiss’ situation has done a better job of this than he, and that’s why he rises 3 spots. 
Playing behind the workhorse Antti Niemi is not easy, but every chance he gets, Greiss makes the 
most of it. From 1/5 to 2/5, he went 3-0-1 and allowed just five goals on 89 shots (a .944 SV%). 

On 2/10, Alex was finally off the IR and back on the ice for Rockford. He suffered the lower-body 
injury way back on 12/2, so he missed two months, a pretty concerning issue for a prospect that was 
so close to being Corey Crawford’s backup this season. Nevertheless, all that matters now is how 
Salak plays from here on out, and in his first game back, he stopped 27-of-28 shots for a 2-1 win.     
 
With only three appearances in January, this season is officially a sophomore slump for Lehner. 
Behind suspensions and inconsistent minutes, Lehner couldn’t make the most of his few 
opportunities. He stopped all 10 shots he faced in relief of McKenna on 1/13, but in his next start the 
following day, allowed six goals on 39 shots in a loss to Hershey. As of 2/5, he was just 7-14-1.      

Similar to Greiss in terms of being opportunistic, Kevin made the most of two NHL recalls in January. 
He came up after pitching three straight shutouts and four straight wins in Bridgeport, and played 
well in a 3-1 loss to NSH on 1/16 (29 saves). Then he returned to Bridgeport and went 2-0-1 before 
going back to the Islander, when he stole a win over CAR with 21 saves on 23 shots back on 1/31.  

With the buzz over and the new routine of his daily life in Dallas more consistent than ever before, 
Bachman showed that playing less wouldn’t impact his performance. In three appearances in 
January, he went 1-0-1 with a 1.66 GAA and .938 SV%, stopping 61 of 65 shots. The highlight of the 
month came when he stopped 30 of 32 shots in an OT shootout loss, at home, to Detroit (1/17).       

I wouldn’t consider his 1-3-1 record, 3.38 GAA and .899 SV% in January enough to call his whole 
sophomore season a slump, but his play certainly wasn’t up to his, or anyone’s, expectations. 
Nevertheless, Hackett earned a nice accolade by being invited to the AHL All-Star Game, and then  
he returned to Houston and rattled off two wins in his first two games this February.
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RK GOALTENDER           NHL DRAFT       UPDATE                           LM      +/-

11 JACK CAMPBELL  DAL 2010-11                    7 -4

12 LELAND IRVING  CGY 2006-26           16  4

13 ALEX STALOCK  SJS 2005-112                  17  4

14 CEDRICK DESJARDINS COL Undrafted           13 -1

15 BEN BISHOP  STL 2005-85            23  8

16 MIKE MURPHY  CAR 2008-165           14 -2 

17 MARTIN JONES  LAK Undrafted           15 -2

18 BRAD THIESSEN  PIT Undrafted           20  2

19 DARCY KUEMPER  MIN 2009-161           22  3

20 MARK DEKANICH  CBJ 2006-146           12 -8

21 ANTON KHUDOBIN BOS 2004-206           24  3

22 JAKE ALLEN  STL 2008-34                     19 -3

23 DUSTIN TOKARSKI TBL  2008-122                   18 -5

24 HENRIK KARLSSON CGY Undrafted           21 -3

25 BEN SCRIVENS  TOR Undrafted            26  1
 

26 ANDERS NILSSON  NYI 2009-62           28  2

27 JUSSI RYNNAS  TOR Undrafted           29  2

  
28 JEREMY SMITH  NSH 2007-54            25 -3 

29 CHAD JOHNSON  NYR 2006-125           27 -2

30 MIKKO KOSKINEN  NYI 2009-31           30  0

While goalies like Mark Visentin and Scott Wedgewood returned from the 2012 World Juniors with 
a vengeance, Campbell continued to struggle with the Soo Greyhounds. He went just 2-3-1 with a 
3.79 GAA and .887 SV% in January, and allowed 23 total goals on just 204 shots. He also allowed 
six goals in two consecutive games on 1/15 and 1/19, and his two wins came 1/13 and 1/27.     

Irving earned one start for Calgary since the Boston blowout back on 1/5, but it was a tough 2-1 OT 
loss to the Coyotes. Still, he’s earning valuable experience as an NHL backup. Through his daily 
practice habits, he’s at least learning what it takes to be mentally prepared on a nightly basis, despite 
the fact the odds are high he’ll barely be playing. But that’s what it takes to earn NHL stripes.    
  
Now that he’s back on the ice, it’s time to pay much closer attention to his bona fide #3 status. 
During his first rehab stint in Stockton of the ECHL, Alex went 5-0 with a 2.40 GAA (as of 2/6), 
proving that he’s healthy and he’s ready to take back the net in Worcester. I’m not sure how long that 
will take him, but definitely expect him to play some AHL games during the month of February.         

The good news? Cedrick is finally set to return to the last place Monsters on 2/10 in Peoria. The 
bad news? He has not played since 12/28 due to a lower body injury. I think most people know that 
he’s ready to be an NHL goalie, but with all of this missed time over the past year, he’s losing very 
valuable opportunities to prove to other GM’s he’s ready to make the leap for good.      

All eyes were on Ben the moment the Blues re-signed Brian Elliott on 1/18. It may have bent him at 
first (10 GA on 63 shots in two losses), but it didn’t even come close to breaking him. He bounced 
back by not only winning the AHL Skills Competition, but by also earning the MVP award in the All-
Star Game (shootout win). Look for him to be moved during the NHL Trade Deadline on 2/27.         

Mike had an uncharacteristic month with Charlotte. He went just 3-4-1 with a 3.25 GAA and .893 
SV%, a result of allowing 26 goals on 244 shots. Not once in eight games did he allow less than two 
goals, which opened the door for rookie John Muse to go 5-1-0 in the last six games (as of 2/6), a 
stretch that has Murphy benched for a good chunk of time, at a real important part of the season.   
      
Another “sophomore slump” struggler, Jones went just 1-4-0 with a 4.25 GAA and .884 SV% in 
January. Most of the spotlight was on Jeff Zatkoff, who was outstanding in the AHL All-Star game, 
which led many to claim that Jones is the clear-cut #4 goalie in LA’s system. That might be true, but 
considering he’s still holding a .912 SV% (through 2/10), I’d say he’s doing just fine this season.    

January was an important month for Brad. After suffering through a tough stretch of hockey in 
December, he bounced back earning six wins in 10 games (6-4-0). He still struggled at times, 
posting a 3.19 GAA and .877 SV% in January, but he has parlayed the bounce-back month with two 
straight wins to kick off February. This leads me to believe the worst is most likely behind him.         

The more Hackett rises, the more likely Kuemper is to follow suit by making the most of his 
opportunities in Houston. But at the same time, performances have to live up to expectations. Sitting 
comfortably in the Top-30, winning just two games in seven appearances is considered a tiny step 
back. He did stop 182 of 200 shots, good enough for a .910 SV%, but wins are where it’s at.   

The nightmare season for Dekanich finally ended on 2/3, when he announced on Twitter he had 
major ankle surgery. He played in five games for Springfield and went 1-2-1 with a 4.00 GAA and 
.867 SV% before re-injuring his ankle during a game on 1/21. There’s not much else to say about his 
situation, other than it’s a gut-wrenching example of a lost opportunities due to a chronic injury.     

Since experiencing a bounce-back month is December, Khudobin has been much more consistent 
in all areas of his game. He rattled off five straight wins from 1/14 to 2/3, and finished January with a 
5-1-1 record, a 2.26 GAA and .923 SV%. It was clearly his best stretch of hockey, which goes a long 
way in keeping him in the Top-30...for now. As we all know, time in Boston is not on his side.   

Maybe no goalie wants to see Bishop get traded to another team more than Allen. Stuck behind 
Big Ben, he continues to feel the frustration of playing just four games a month, which has now 
happened in OCT., NOV., DEC., and January. He went 2-2 with a 2.78 GAA and .920 SV%, numbers 
that were slightly worse than in December. As of 2/10, he had not yet played a game this month.      

Dustin’s up-and-down season continued in January. He won three in a row from 1/13 - 1/18, but then 
stumbled by giving up three goals on three shots in a game on 1/21. He bounced back with a win on 
1/27, then gave up three goals on 22 shots in a loss the following night. It continued in February, as 
he stopped 32 of 33 shots in a win on 2/4, then gave up four goals on 31 shots in a loss on 2/5. 

Karlsson was on the IR for the entire month of January, but finally hit the ice on 2/9 with the 
Abbotsford Heat. He stopped just 21 of 25 shots for the loss, however. On that same night, it was 
Leland Irving playing for the Flames, earning them a point in the standings, and coming away as one 
of the game’s best players. That’s a tough pill to swallow, but at least Henrik is healthy again.   

Ben played just six times in January, going 3-3-0 with a 2.17 GAA and .917 SV%. Although those 
are respectable numbers considering he split time with Mark Owuya, the 3-0 start to his February 
(through 2/8) has me wanting more. He has stopped 70 of his last 77 shots in those three wins, a 
good sign that his consistency is slowly creeping back into his game.   

With Poulin solidifying his Top-10 presence last month, Nilsson is next on the long list of goalies to 
gain long-term value through the Isles organization. He’s still backing up Poulin, but in four games 
last month, Anders went 4-0 with a 1.75 GAA and .944 SV%, stopping 118 of 125 shots.      
 
Try to make sense out of this. In January, Rynnas went 4-0 with two shutouts, a .981 SV% and a .53 
GAA. But instead of earning more starts for the Marlies, he was questionably demoted to the ECHL 
in favor of Owuya on 1/23. In four games for Reading, he is 3-2 with a 4.73 GAA and .880 SV%.
Jeremy earned the recall to NSH on 1/6. He didn’t play that weekend, but something happened, 
because since his return, he has won just twice in 12 games. He was 2-7-0 in January (2.48 GAA 
and .910 SV%), but has allowed nine goals on 61 shots, a .852 SV%, in two losses in FEB.            

With Biron playing so well behind Lundqvist, the last thing Chad needed was a stretch of winless 
action. But that’s exactly what happened in January, as he went 0-4-2 with a 3.34 GAA and .900 SV%. 
That does sting at this point in the season, but he has won three in a row to kick off February.          
Through 12 games with KalPa, Mikko had a 1.33 GAA and .950 SV% (on 1/6). Now through 17 
games, he’s back down to earth with a 2.25 GAA and .919 SV% on 2/10. He hangs onto the 30th 
spot due to mental toughness and size, but this hinges on him playing in North America next year.
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