
When the holidays were over and I finally got back from my vacation in Costa 
Rica, I was so pumped to watch a number of quality goalie prospects in the 
2012 World Juniors Championships. If you watched any of the games, I’m sure 
you also witnessed at least one fantastic puck-stopping performance.

Although everyone was ranting and raving about the bold bravado and timely 
play of Petr Mrazek, I was personally more impressed with Russia’s tandem of 
Andrei Vasilevski and Andrey Makarov. Both goalies displayed such a different 
set of talents, but both came up absolutely huge for their country. 

Ironically, both are draft-eligible this summer, thus leading them to experience 
fairly significant boosts in this month’s ranking. Vasilevski is only 17 years old, 
so he’s likely to be drafted before Makarov, who is 18. But if you ask me, I’d be 
taking a claim on Makarov first. [FYI: Jhonas Enroth is officially a Graduate]

Elsewhere, I have my eye on three Top-20 prospects right now in Richard 
Bachman, Kevin Poulin, and Leland Irving. Bachman straight up stole the 
backup role in Dallas from Andrew Raycroft last month, while Poulin kicked off 
2012 with three shutouts in his first three games, then earned a recall to the 
Islanders after winning his fourth straight game in Bridgeport.

Irving’s story is one of true perseverance and patience, as he spent the last 
two years working his tail off to finally earn his first recall opportunity. He was 
outstanding in his first three NHL games last month, which coincidentally all fell 
on Fridays. He was brought back down to earth in a blowout loss against the 
Bruins, but the fact remains that he’s a rising star ready to take the next step.

I’m also getting excited about the situation surrounding two Finnish prospects,  
Jussi Rynnas and Iiro Tarkki. Rynnas has played very well to begin 2012 for 
the Marlies, while Tarkki earned a recall due to a groin injury to Dan Ellis, was 
thrown into the fire that very same night, and eventually earned the win over 
Columbus in his NHL debut. What a crazy day for Tarkki!  ~ J. Goldman   
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RK GOALTENDER           NHL DRAFT      UPDATE                           LM      +/-

 1 JACOB MARKSTROM FLA 2008-31              1 0
              
         
 2 ANDERS LINDBACK NSH 2008-207                      2 0
   

 3 BRADEN HOLTBY  WAS 2008-93                           3 0
    

 4 ROBIN LEHNER  OTT 2009-46               4 0
    

 5 ALEX SALAK  CHI Undrafted                    6 1

 6 EDDIE LACK  VAN Undrafted            8 2

 7 JACK CAMPBELL  DAL 2010-11                    7 0

 8  THOMAS GREISS  SJS  2004-94                   9 1

 9 MATT HACKETT  MIN 2009-77           10 1

 
 10 KEVIN POULIN  NYI 2008-126           11 1 

Due to a knee injury to Jose Theodore at the end of 2011, Markstrom kicked off 2012 by joining the 
Panthers on a road trip. Unfortunately, however, a small tweak to the same knee he had surgery on 
10 months ago has resulted in the need for another small surgery (updated on 1/10). He went 4-4-0 
in December with the Rampage and posted a very solid 2.23 GAA and .927 SV% (229-247 shots). 

Since Anders only made four appearances in December and started just two games, you can’t fault 
him for getting rusty. He went 1-3-0 with a 2.78 GAA and .883 SV% before he was sent to Milwaukee 
for the purpose of getting playing time (1-1 in 2 games). A demotion, even if it was just for a few days, 
is never a good thing in terms of value, but getting playing time is better than just sitting around.     

It was as if all three Capitals goalies needed to hit their low point before they could truly rise again. 
It happened with Tomas Vokoun and Michal Neuvirth in November, and they both played better in 
December. The same could be said for Holtby, who improved in all statistical categories. Furthermore, 
the fact I called Braden a “Capitals goalie” is proof of his inevitable rising long-term value.  

Frustrating losses, emotional outbursts and an uncanny collection of bad goals writes the unfortunate 
storyline for Lehner in December. He went just 2-4-0 last month, posting a 3.21 GAA and .901 SV%. 
Wth only two wins since 11/4 (as of 1/6), I have to look at this as part of his maturation process, and 
this is why he stays in the #4 spot overall. Losing streaks are just a part of the learning process.
 
As of 1/8, Alex had still not returned from his unfortunate lower-body injury suffered back on 
December 2. This is a troubling turn of events for a top-flight prospect that was so close to being Corey 
Crawford’s backup at the beginning of the season. This is the way things are prone to happening, 
however, so his work ethic will be tested as he claws his way back to health for Rockford. 

December was a big month for Lack, despite having just a 4-4-1 record. The key was his ability to 
reclaim the starting role and only allow more than three goals twice in 10 games. With a .920 SV% 
and 2.59 GAA, he’s heating up again, and that’s great news in terms of staying in the Top-10. Keep 
in mind that Jhonas Enroth graduated, so that is why you actually see Lack jump up two spots.    

I can’t say I was too impressed with Campbell in the World Juniors. No, he didn’t get all of the 
support in the world, but for the 7th-ranked prospect in the world, I certainly expected more big 
saves. Nevertheless, it’s a valuable lesson learned for a goalie that continues to learn not only about 
how to slow the game down, but how to work smarter and move more efficiently in the blue paint.    

Since Antero Niittymaki returned to the Sharks in late-December, Greiss actually earned a start 
before his counterpart. By earning the win, it was a major statement by the German goaltender that 
he’s not going quietly into the night, and that he’s here to stay with the Sharks. Niittymaki, on the 
other hand, just wants to play, and he could care less where it is. Advantage long term? Greiss.  

Upon returning to Houston in mid-December after playing so extremely well in Minnesota for a week 
(he went 2-0-0 in his first two NHL games), Hackett continued to play well. He went 3-2-0 with a 2.57 
GAA and .910 SV%, and split time with Darcy Kuemper. This ability to re-adjust to the AHL and post 
respectable numbers is a great sign of his ability to focus on his game and continue to work hard.      

Forget about what he may have done in December, because January is here and he’s already 
clearly the story of the month. Poulin earned three shutouts in a row to kick off 2012, and he actually 
won a fourth game in a row (2 GA) before he was finally recalled by the Islanders to switch spots with 
Anders Nilsson. Furthermore, Poulin earned the start against the Red Wings on 1/10 and survived. 



RK GOALTENDER           NHL DRAFT       UPDATE                           LM      +/-

11 RICHARD BACHMAN DAL 2006-120           16  5

12 MARK DEKANICH  CBJ 2006-146           14  2

13 CEDRICK DESJARDINS COL Undrafted           15  2

14 MIKE MURPHY  CAR 2008-165           13 -1

15 MARTIN JONES  LAK Undrafted           12 -3

16 LELAND IRVING  CGY 2006-26           22  6 

17 ALEX STALOCK  SJS 2005-112                  18  1

18 DUSTIN TOKARSKI TBL  2008-122                   19  1

19 JAKE ALLEN  STL 2008-34                     17 -2

20 BRAD THIESSEN  PIT Undrafted           21  1

21 HENRIK KARLSSON CGY Undrafted           20 -1

22 DARCY KUEMPER  MIN 2009-161           24  2

23 BEN BISHOP  STL 2005-85            25  2

24 ANTON KHUDOBIN BOS 2004-206           27  3

25 JEREMY SMITH  NSH 2007-54            26  1
 

26 BEN SCRIVENS  TOR Undrafted            23 -3

27 CHAD JOHNSON  NYR 2006-125           28  1

  
28 ANDERS NILSSON  NYI 2009-62           30  2 

29 JUSSI RYNNAS  TOR Undrafted           31  2

30 MIKKO KOSKINEN  NYI 2009-31           29 -1

The big breakout prospect of December was clearly Bachman, as his highly-anticipated chance to 
prove his worth to Dallas was a huge success. He went 5-2-0 in eight games during Kari Lehtonen’s 
injury, and by posting a 2.76 GAA and .912 SV%, he straight up earned the backup role. Andrew 
Raycroft was placed on waivers, and in just a few weeks, Bachman is now a full-time NHL goalie.   

It took the entire first half of the season, but after two ill-timed lower-body injuries, Dekanich finally 
played in a regular season game. It came with Springfield on 1/7 and resulted in a 5-4 shootout win. 
This has been a testament to the patience and work ethic of a long-time AHL goalie, so his maturity 
should bode well for the Blue Jackets when he inevitably gets his first NHL start this month.  
  
It’s almost like the more he plays, the more he proves he’s the best prospect not in the NHL. 
Desjardins is not only deservingly headed to the AHL All-Star Game, but even if he loses a few 
games, he still stops a ton of pucks. Such was the case in December, as he went just 3-3-0, but 
stopped 177 of 190 shots, good enough for a .932 SV% and 2.16 GAA. His day is drawing nearer.       

Murphy not only made his NHL debut on 12/7, but he re-claimed his starting role in Charlotte when 
he was swapped with Justin Peters. By starting seven games in a row, he went 4-2-0 and stopped 
130 of 144 shots during the stretch (.901 SV%). The stats weren’t great, but his overall play hasn’t 
been reduced to the point where he deserves any type of significant drop. He’s staying status quo.      

With a healthy competiton and friendship existing between Jones and Zatkoff, the type of adversity 
he’s facing this season is nothing but good in the long run. Zatkoff was named the AHL Goalie of the 
Month in December after posting a 1.70 GAA in seven games, but that forced Jones to work even 
harder to go 4-1-1 with a 2.73 GAA and .911 SV% in December. LA’s depth continues to impress.       

It’s exciting times for Flames fans and Irving fantasy keeper league owners. His patience has paid 
off in spades, as he went 1-0-2 in his first three games. He not only thrived in his Friday games, 
he excelled, stopping 113 of 120 shots and posting a .942 SV%. Although he probably returns to 
Abbotsford when Karlsson is healthy, I can safely say that he’s ready to be a full-time NHL tendy.
      
January is the 11th month of Al’s rehab from a leg laceration that iced him just days after he earned 
an amazing come-from-behind relief-effort victory for the Sharks in his NHL debut. So much has 
happened since that scary night, but remarkably, Stalock has only dropped ten spots in my ranking. 
His perseverence is a great story, but now that he’s practicing again, it’s time to stop some pucks! 

Tokarski is on the fringe of potentially earning a recall with Tampa Bay due to Dwayne Roloson’s 
massive struggles, but until that announcement is made, he has to keep working hard every since 
day, in every single practice. He helped his cause by going 5-2-0 with a 2.30 GAA and .903 SV% in 
December. Those aren’t gaudy numbers at all, but putting wins on the board is all that matters.     

In November, Allen went 1-3-0 and stopped just 122 of 138 shots in five games, a .884 SV% 
efficiency. In December, he went 1-3-0 as well, but stopped 136 of 146 shots for a .932 SV%. It 
seems like such an extreme jump in monthly SV%, but in all actuality, Allen was simply making the 
saves he was expected to make as a Top-30 prospect in the NHL. It was a good month for him 

There’s no denying that Brad is stuck in the middle of his worst stretch of play in a very long time. He 
played just five games in December and allowed 17 goals on 109 shots, which is a 3.56 GAA and 
.844 SV%. Knowing full well he’s in a funk, he has been working hard in practice to push through it, 
but January has been more of the same. In three games, he has allowed 12 goals on 82 shots.   

Due to being on the IR for a whole month, Karlsson is destined to slide drastically down the rankings. 
This is further perpetuated by the rising value of Leland Irving, who went 1-0-2 in his first three 
games with the Flames. Karlsson’s saving grace is a two-year contract, but that doesn’t insure his 
presence in the Top-30, or possibly in the Top-50, by the time he returns from the MCL strain.   

Jeff Zatkoff may have won the AHL Goalie of the Month award in December, but Kuemper’s 
performance was just as impressive. He went 3-1-3, with all three OT losses coming in a shootout. 
He stopped 212 of 225 total shots, which was good enough for a 1.72 GAA and .942 SV%. His first 
AHL shutout came in fine fashion on 12/9 when he stopped 33 shots against San Antonio.      

In November, Ben went 5-3-0 with a 2.22 GAA and .929 SV%, exactly what the team need with 
Allen’s struggles. In December, he went 5-3-0 as well, posting a 2.44 GAA and .927 SV% with one 
shutout. This stable performance over the course of two months has leaked into January, as he 
earned his fifth shutout of the season on New Year’s Day. He clearly still belongs in the Top-30.

It is so crucial for a goalie stuck in the #3 spot of an NHL team to have a big bounce-back month 
following a weak one. This is exactly what Khudobin was able to do in December, as he posted a 
season-best 2.21 GAA and .930 SV% in eight games (4-3-1). Won three straight from 12/11-12/18. 
He may look unconventional and awkward at times, but that’s what they said about Tim Thomas.  

Jeremy earned a recall to Nashville on 1/6 after going 6-2-0 in December with a 2.39 GAA and .914 
SV% (1 shutout). This recall was more about letting Lindback get some more playing time than it 
was giving Jeremy a chance to play some NHL games, but you never know what could happen as a 
result of this opportunity. Jeremy didn’t play that weekend, but surely he gained some confidence.  

The “reassigned blues” hit Scrivens pretty hard in December and into January. He was just 3-5-1 
last month, posting a decent 2.35 GAA, but oly a .912 SV%. His up and down play opened the door 
for Jussi Rynnas to step up his game, so Scrivens only got to play once from 12/31 to 1/7.     
 
He’s not getting much press this season, and he’s not making many waves. But regardless of 
the publicity around his play, Johnson is quietly improving his long-term stock. He went 4-2-1 in 
December, posting a 2.22 GAA and .924 SV%, and was 10-6-4 with a .914 SV% through 1/6. 
Anders struggled last month, going 0-4 and stopping just 110-126 shots faced (4.42 GAA and .873 
SV%) in Bridgeport. Those numbers are somewhat disturbing, but bouncing around from the AHL to 
the NHL isn’t easy when you’re in a strict backup role. He was recalled to NYI in mid-December.        

When Scrivens returned to the Marlies at the start of December, it was a big blow to Rynnas’ playing 
time. He only earned two starts last month and lost them both. But that didn’t stop him from working 
hard in practice, as January kicked off with three straight wins and two consecutive shutouts.         
Even though the loan to the SM-liiga may have been seen as a negative in terms of his ranking and 
long-term value, it can now be seen as a positive due to his strong play and ability to adjust on the 
fly. Through 12 games with KalPa, he had an outstanding 1.33 GAA and .950 SV% (through 1/6).


