
RK GOALTENDER           NHL DRAFT      UPDATE                           LM      +/-

1 BRADEN HOLTBY  WAS 2008-93                         2 1

2 JACOB MARKSTROM FLA 2008-31             1 -1

3 ROBIN LEHNER  OTT 2009-46          3 0

4 EDDIE LACK  VAN Undrafted          4 0 

5 ANTON KHUDOBIN BOS 2004-206          6 1

6 BEN BISHOP  OTT 2005-85           9 3

7 ALEX STALOCK  SJS 2005-112                 7 0

8  ANDERS NILSSON  NYI 2009-62          5 -3

9 KEVIN POULIN  NYI 2008-126          8 -1

10 MATT HACKETT  MIN 2009-77          11 1

11 BEN SCRIVENS  TOR Undrafted           17 6

12 RICHARD BACHMAN DAL 2006-120          13 1

13 CEDRICK DESJARDINS MTL Undrafted          10 -3

14 MARTIN JONES  LAK Undrafted          12 -2

15 CHAD JOHNSON  PHX 2006-125          16 1 

16 JEFF ZATKOFF  PIT 2006-74           14 -2

17 JACK CAMPBELL  DAL 2010-11                  15 -2

18 DUSTIN TOKARSKI TBL  2008-122                  18  0

19 JUSSI RYNNAS  TOR Undrafted          20 1

20 LELAND IRVING  CGY 2006-26          19 -1

21 FREDERIK ANDERSEN ANH 2012-82          22 1

22 CALVIN PICKARD  COL 2010-49          23 1 

23 JUSTIN PETERS  CAR 2004-38          29 6

24 MARK VISENTIN  PHX 2010-27              25 1

25 PETR MRAZEK  DET 2010-141          26 1

By seamlessly transitioning from the AHL to the NHL, Holtby put himself one solid 
step above Markstrom and the rest of the class. Despite a rough 6-3 loss to Tam-
pa on opening night last Saturday, he still posted a .932 SV% in 25 AHL games.   

Although Jacob wasn’t expected to make the Panthers in the abbreviated training 
camp, he was invited to participate. It’s unclear how he performed, but he returned 
to San Antonio empty-handed. He has posted a .913 SV% in 25 AHL games.  
 
Lehner has done all of the right things this season to prove he’s maturing, both on 
and off the ice. He made the Senators out of training camp, as he backed up An-
derson on opening night. He posted a .945 SV% in 21 games so far in the AHL.

Lack is still suffering from a hip injury that has kept him out of the lineup since No-
vember 24. With only 13 games played this season, and just a .899 SV%, this is 
clearly not the type of potential “breakout” season that he or anyone envisioned.

With the hectic and unfamiliar lockout finally behind him, Khudobin is set to push 
Rask for starts in the NHL. I’m personally a fan of his potential to play as many as 
16 games and continue to improve his long-term value as a full-time NHL goalie. 

With Bishop back in the NHL, his value increases accordingly. He’s certainly be-
ing pushed by Lehner, but even if he’s squeezed out of a job in Ottawa, he’ll land 
one elsewhere. He was 8-3-2 with a .928 SV% and 2.59 GAA in Binghamton.

Al is only 1-2-1 this month, giving up 14 goals on 129 shots, a .891 SV%. Despite 
the rough stretch, his long-term value is steady. With Tomas Greiss headed for 
free agency in a few months, Stalock is positioned nicely within the organization.     

Nilsson is struggling in Bridgeport, so the talented tandem goes back to being 
interchangeable parts. The team sits in 8th place in the East (on 1/18), but they’ve 
allowed the most goals in the AHL. Nilsson has three wins in his last 11 games.    

Kevin had a nice stretch at the tail end of December, posting a 36-save shutout on 
12/27 vs. CT and winning four in a row to end the month. But he lost three in a row 
to kick off January, and has allowed 18 goals on his last 133 shots, a .865 SV%.   

Matt is stuck in a four-game losing streak, but he’s still stopping the puck at a high 
rate. He has a .920 SV% in January (1-4) and facing over 32 shots a game. And 
he’ll have to be mentally ready for a recall if Backstrom or Harding get injured. 

Since Toronto hasn’t pulled the trigger for Roberto Luongo or any other veteran 
goalie just yet, Ben has the inside edge on the starting gig over a rustier Reimer 
after earning a 2-1 win over Montreal on 1/19, which is a serious boost in value.   
 
Bachman was sent down to the AHL on 1/18, but it might only be for conditioning 
purposes. Since he doesn’t have to clear re-entry waivers (it was eliminated in the 
new CBA), he could come up and replace Cristopher Nilstorp at any time.    

Hamilton is the worst team in the league with only 13 wins this season, and Ceddy 
hasn’t won since 12/11, losing nine games in a row (0-9-1 in 10). He was exposed 
to waivers on 1/17 but went unclaimed, a sign his value is starting to deteriorate.   

Martin went 0-5-1 in December with a 3.13 GAA and .885 SV%, stopping 139-
of-157 shots. But the good news for Kings fans is that he has put together a few 
good games, winning his only two starts in January and stopping 60-of-63 shots.  

Chad is playing very well in Portland right now despite the fact he’s being pushed 
by Visentin. He is 3-1 in January with a .930 SV%, and has just two losses since 
Dec. 1st. His odds of backing up Smith next season continue to slowly rise.   

Jeff has lost his last five games, allowing 12 goals on just 92 shots. He has only 
won twice since December 1st, so he is not playing nearly up to his expectations 
right now. He has stopped just 25 of his last 30 shots in two games this month.  

While going 0-2-1 in December with a 2.96 GAA and .900 SV%, Jack made a few 
adjustments to his gear. He started wearing a throat collar and knee pads, and so 
far this month, it’s paying off. He’s 3-1 with a 2.26 GAA, a .932 SV% and 1 SO.  

Dustin had a very nice seven-game winning streak before losing his latest start on 
1/18, but has stopped just 165-of-183 shots for a .901 SV% (1 SO). So while he’s 
no stopping pucks at a high rate, he’s winning, and that keeps his value steady.  

Now that Scrivens is in the NHL, Jussi has a chance to put a stranglehold on the 
starting role with the Marlies. He’s only 1-3-0 with a .915 SV% this month, but he’s 
still holding a .933 SV% for the season. The next 10-12 weeks is huge for him.  

Leland may have won the backup role over Karlsson, but a lot of that is due to the 
political landscape in Calgary. A former first-rounder is going to get every chance 
to legitimize his value, but only a few games behind Kipper won’t make it easy.  

Frederik missed two weeks in December due to injury and has gone 0-3-1 since 
then. But despite the losses, he has a 2.71 GAA and .920 SV% in his last 5 games, 
proof that he’s doing everything he can to help a struggling Norfolk team.  

Calvin has shown some real good signs of development in January. He’s not only 
4-1-0 this month with a 1.97 GAA and .942 SV%, but he’s showcasing his durabil-
ity. He played back-to-back games on 1/10-11 and stopped 66-of-71 shots (1-1). 

Nobody deserves to be back in the Top-25 more than Justin. He has been excel-
lent all year long in Charlotte, but his strongest stretch has been in January. He’s 
4-1-0 in his last five games with three shutouts and 143 saves on 150 shots.

On 12/7-8, Mark gave up eight goals on 43 shots. After that, he rattled off six 
straight wins and gave up just eight goals, including two games where he stopped 
48-of-49 and 39-of-40. But now he’s allowed 10 goals on his last 47 shots (0-2). 

Despite the fact Petr has just a .883 SV% this month (2-2-1), he was voted to the 
AHL All-Star Game and still has a 13-5-1 record with a 2.33 GAA and .913 SV%. 
Furthermore, Detroit’s depth in goal is essentially nonexistent without him there.    

JANUARY 21, 2013
The last month has been a complete whirlwind in the hockey 

world. Not only did the NHL lockout finally end, but that led to a 
bunch of goalie recalls trickling down from the AHL and ECHL. 

Maybe the most exciting one for me was Dallas’ Cristopher 
Nilstorp. Due to Richard Bachman needing a conditioning as-
signment after not playing during the lockout, Nilstorp performed 
well enough in training camp to make his NHL debut on Sunday 
night here in the Twin Cities. It was an excellent showing, too. 
He stopped 31-of-32 shots in a 1-0 loss, proving he can play in 
the NHL and succeed as he continues to develop.

You won’t find Nilstorp in the Top-25...yet. Let’s see if he can 
earn a few more starts and play as well as he did on the 20th. 

However you will find Petr Mrazek on the Top-25 for the first 
time. He was named to the AHL All-Star Game as a rookie, an 
admirable feat for sure. E-mail: justin@thehockeyguild.com   


