
monthly ranking
RK GOALTENDER           NHL DRAFT      UPDATE                           LM      +/-

1 JACOB MARKSTROM FLA 2008-31             1 0

2 BRADEN HOLTBY  WAS 2008-93                         2 0

3 EDDIE LACK  VAN Undrafted          3 0

4 ROBIN LEHNER  OTT 2009-46          4 0

5 KEVIN POULIN  NYI 2008-126          5 0

6 MATT HACKETT  MIN 2009-77          6 0

7 CEDRICK DESJARDINS MTL Undrafted          10 3

8  JACK CAMPBELL  DAL 2010-11                  11 3

9 BEN BISHOP  OTT 2005-85           8 -1

10 ALEX STALOCK  SJS 2005-112                 13 3

11 ANTON KHUDOBIN BOS 2004-206          14 3

12 RICHARD BACHMAN DAL 2006-120          7 -5

13 ANDERS NILSSON  NYI 2009-62          12 -1

14 LELAND IRVING  CGY 2006-26          9 -5

15 MARTIN JONES  LAK Undrafted          18 3 

16 BEN SCRIVENS  TOR Undrafted           15 -1

17 DARCY KUEMPER  MIN 2009-161          16 -1

18 JAKE ALLEN  STL 2008-34                    21 3

19 CHAD JOHNSON  PHX 2006-125          25 6

20 DUSTIN TOKARSKI TBL  2008-122                  20 0

21 MARK VISENTIN  PHX 2010-27              24 3

22 JUSTIN PETERS  CAR 2004-38          30 8 

23 CALVIN PICKARD  COL 2010-49          29 6

24 JUSSI RYNNAS  TOR Undrafted          27 3

25 JEFF ZATKOFF  PIT 2006-74           37 12
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With the Panthers re-signing Scott Clemmensen to a new two-year deal on July 2, 
the stage is set for Markstrom to spend another year in the AHL. But this was ex-
pected due to a foreshadowing by assistant GM Mike Santos back in mid-May.   

Holtby holds down the #2 spot as the Capitals have gone the first two weeks of 
free agency without signing another Tomas Vokoun-like veteran presence. If the 
Caps roll with he and Michal Neuvirth, it’ll be a huge win for his long-term value.
 
As of July 16, Lack had still not accepted his qualifying offer from the Canucks. But 
I expect him to at some point, as the signing of Cory Schneider means the likely 
trade of Roberto Luongo, and that means a big step in Lack’s development.

More than one reporter in Ottawa mentioned to me in early-July that Lehner had 
appeared to gain a wealth of maturity between the time last season ended and 
when the Senator’s annual development camp came to a close.

With Al Montoya out of the mix on the Island, Poulin has a legitimate chance to 
back up Evgeni Nabokov once Rick DiPietro inevitably ends up on the IR again. 
I’m expecting him to play between 10-15 NHL games this season, maybe more. 

The Wild surprised many people (myself included) when they re-signed Josh 
Harding to a three-year deal. But Hackett is better off spending another season in 
the AHL, so that he’s truly ready when Backstrom becomes an UFA in 2013.

Montreal knew they lost an impact prospect two seasons ago, so they brought 
Cedrick back when the Avalanche failed to sign him on July 1. Now he’s a legiti-
mate #3 behind a sub-par #2, so he could be Carey Price’s backup in 2013-14.

After Campbell’s performance in Dallas’ recent development camp, it looks more 
and more like he’ll begin his pro career in Austin. From what I’ve learned, his big-
gest key is slowing down the game around him, and controlling his athleticism. 

Bishop holds steady in the Top-10 as he continues to refine his technique and 
improve his mobility in preparation for next season. He’ll definitely be pushed by 
Robin Lehner, but at the same time, he will also be pushing Craig Anderson.

With Stalock being re-signed to a new one-year deal, and Tyson Sexsmith walk-
ing as an UFA, Al’s future is clearer than ever before. As long as he stays healthy, 
he’ll continue to strengthen his reputation as a future full-time NHL goaltender. 

Not only has Anton excelled in just about every minute of NHL action he has seen 
the past few seasons, but he has improved his butterfly mechanics, so now he’s 
more efficient than ever before. I think he’ll legitimately push Rask this season.
 
Bachman avoided arbitration by agreeing to a new one-year, one-way deal with 
the Stars, which gives him the inside track on the backup role to Kari Lehtonen 
again this season. But beware the oncoming footsteps of Cristopher Nihlstorp.  

Garth Snow’s bounty of goalie depth continues with Nilsson, who experienced 
great success in his first year in North America. He still has a ways to go in terms 
of being NHL-ready, but many feel he and Poulin are now interchangeable parts.   

Irving is still negotiating with the Flames on his qualifying offer, so tensions are 
rising between both sides. There’s a chance he could go over to Europe and play 
for a season, but regardless of what happens, his value is slipping.  

With Jeff Zatkoff signing in Pittsburgh and Jonathan Bernier seeking a trade out of 
LA, Jones’ top-flight value is finally being realized. Not only is his skill upside sky 
high, but for now, he’s the new #3 goalie in the Kings’ solid goalie system. 

For now (July 17), Scrivens has the inside track on the backup job to James 
Reimer in Toronto. But pushing him into a full-time NHL gig so soon seems like a 
dangerous situation. I still feel like he needs more time to evolve in the AHL. 

Kuemper was still recovering from his shoulder injury in July, so he missed the 
Wild’s week-long development camp. But I can tell you that he was in attendance 
at the camp, as I saw him down in the locker room after one of the scrimmages. 

With Allen earning the confidence of Blues management, look for him to gain 
confidence in return and have a strong season as Peoria’s starter. His backup is a 
solid veteran in Mike McKenna, so he has quality guidance and support, too.

Now that Chad has escaped the shadows of Lundqvist and Biron, he’s sure to 
continue developing under the guidance of Sean Burke. This trade was the best 
thing for his upside as he looks to prove he’s capable of being an NHL backup. 

With Tampa Bay securing Anders Lindback as their future long-term starter, the 
writing is on the wall for Tokarski. He belongs in the AHL for one more season, but 
it doesn’t look like he’ll be breaking into the NHL with the Lightning after all.

Although Mark is still very early in his overall development, the sky is the limit for a 
kid who shattered goalie records in the OHL last season. I expect him to turn pro  
when camps end this season and begin his journey in the AHL behind Johnson. 

Due to Brian Boucher’s ill-timed shoulder injury, which forces him to miss the next 
4-6 months, Peters was re-signed by the Hurricanes and automatically earns the 
role of Cam Ward’s backup. Ironically, this is a role he deserved to begin with.

For now, the Avs lack a veteran #3 goalie in the system behind Giguere and Varla-
mov. That means Pickard has a golden opportunity to really elevate his role in the 
organization as he tries to land a solid AHL gig in his rookie pro season.

Despite where all the other Leafs goalies currently sit on the depth chart, Rynnas 
continues to be the one prospect I like the most in terms of upside and potential. 
He has to stay healthy, but in terms of style and size, I just love this guy’s future. 

Jeff isn’t any closer to realizing his NHL dream, but the move to Pittsburgh gives 
him a chance to dethrone Brad Thiessen. And with a bit more size, maturity, and 
skill upside, he can continue to develop his reputation as a future NHL backup. 


