
monthly ranking
RK GOALTENDER           NHL DRAFT      UPDATE                           LM      +/-

1 JACOB MARKSTROM FLA 2008-31             1 0

2 BRADEN HOLTBY  WAS 2008-93                         2 0

3 EDDIE LACK  VAN Undrafted          3 0

4 ROBIN LEHNER  OTT 2009-46          4 0

5 KEVIN POULIN  NYI 2008-126          5 0

6 CEDRICK DESJARDINS MTL Undrafted          7 1

7 ANTON KHUDOBIN BOS 2004-206          11 4

8  ALEX STALOCK  SJS 2005-112                 10 2

9 MATT HACKETT  MIN 2009-77          6 -3

10 BEN BISHOP  OTT 2005-85           9 -1

11 JACK CAMPBELL  DAL 2010-11                  8 -3

12 ANDERS NILSSON  NYI 2009-62          13 1

13 RICHARD BACHMAN DAL 2006-120          12 -1

14 MARTIN JONES  LAK Undrafted          15 1

15 BEN SCRIVENS  TOR Undrafted           16 1 

16 LELAND IRVING  CGY 2006-26          14 -2

17 DARCY KUEMPER  MIN 2009-161          17 0

18 JAKE ALLEN  STL 2008-34                    18 0

19 CHAD JOHNSON  PHX 2006-125          19 0

20 JEFF ZATKOFF  PIT 2006-74           25 5

21 MARK VISENTIN  PHX 2010-27              21 0

22 DUSTIN TOKARSKI TBL  2008-122                  20 -2 

23 JUSTIN PETERS  CAR 2004-38          22 -1

24 JUSSI RYNNAS  TOR Undrafted          24 0

25 CALVIN PICKARD  COL 2010-49          23 -2
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No change for the big man, as he continues to prepare for training camp with the 
Rampage. The lockout should help him focus less on trade rumors with Panthers 
goalies and more on what matters -- staying healthy for a full AHL season.    

Braden enters the final season of his three-year entry-level contract, meaning 
he’s on a two-way deal and can play in Hershey without clearing waivers. That’s a 
blessing in disguise -- I think this forced patience will help him in the long run.  
 
Lack signed a two-year contract with the Canucks on August 27, thus solidifying 
his steady path to the NHL. This year’s contract is a two-way deal, while next sea-
son he’s on a one-way deal. Expect Gillis to sign a vet when they trade Luongo.

Knowing that Lehner really matured over the summer (per more than a few sourc-
es), I’m very excited to see how it positively influences his game. First and fore-
most, I suspect to see better overall numbers and more consistency overall.

With Al Montoya out of the mix on the Island, Poulin has a legitimate chance to 
back up Evgeni Nabokov once Rick DiPietro inevitably ends up on the IR again. If 
there’s a season, I expect him to play between 10-15 NHL games, maybe more. 

Montreal knew they lost an impact prospect two seasons ago, so they brought 
Cedrick back when the Avalanche failed to sign him on July 1. Now he’s a legiti-
mate #3 behind a sub-par #2, so he could be Carey Price’s backup in 2013-14.

One step forward, two steps back for Anton. Destined to back up Tuukka Rask in 
Boston, the lockout forced him to find work elsewhere. He was fortunate to sign a 
deal with HC Atlant that allows him to return to the NHL when the lockout ends.

The high-energy #3 goalie for the Sharks is back to being fully-healthy, and he’s 
ready for Worcester’s training camp. I was able to watch him here in the Twin Cit-
ies during Octagon Sport’s pro camp, and he looked like he was in great shape. 

The Wild surprised many people (myself included) when they re-signed Harding 
to a three-year deal. But Matt is better off spending another season in the AHL, so 
that he’s even more prepared when Backstrom becomes an UFA in 2013.

Although Bishop clearly has solid upside, I think he’s caught in a real tough spot 
during this lockout. He won’t have a chance to play in the AHL, and it’s unlikely 
he’ll play in Europe, either. A tough situation for a guy that simply needs to play. 

With the addition of Nihlstorp and a new five-year deal for Lehtonen, a steady, 
gradual development for Jack is the obvious path he’ll take. I still consider him to 
have elite upside, but Dallas will be molding him slowly over the next 3-4 years.
 
Although one could argue that Nilsson’s rank should be swapped with Poulin, I 
think politics come into play here, and Nilsson still needs an extra season to prove 
he’s capable of being successful long-term in the NHL. Still a work in progress.   

Like every small goalie trying to prove their worth in the NHL, Bachman will have 
to fight hard to stick. He makes a perfect backup to Lehtonen this season, but with 
a lockout in place, his value wanes while Nihlstorp gets to play a ton in the AHL.   

Martin is one of the goalies that wins during this lockout. He’s the undisputed #3 
goalie for the Kings, and he’ll get to play a ton of games without having to worry 
about Bernier being sent down. He evolves while others are stuck standing still.  

Scrivens signed a new two-year deal with Toronto on September 12, and like 
Holtby, this lockout is a blessing in disguise -- I feel like he needs more AHL time, 
especially now that he’s forced to develop without Francois Allaire at his side.  

Signed to a two-way, one-year deal, how much does that help him out when 
Flames GM Jay Feaster is set on bringing Karri Ramo over after his KHL contract 
expires at the end of this season? Irving might have to break out elsewhere. 

Darcy is expected to be 100% ready to go when Houston hosts their training 
camp in October. I’m hearing camp might be held at XCEL Energy Center here in 
the Twin Cities, and if so, I’ll definitely be there to report on his progress. 

No change for Allen’s value over the past month, but he is one of the top pros-
pects to closely monitor this season. He needs to prove to himself and to the 
Blues organization that he can step into an NHL role over the next two seasons.

Johnson is in a pretty good spot in Portland right now. He can continue to evolve 
and refine his skills, all while Jason LaBarbera remains stagnant during the NHL 
lockout. This bodes well for his goal of becoming Mike Smith’s next backup. 

After a 12-spot leap in the last update, this is obviously Jeff’s highest point in terms 
of value. But he’s another winner in the NHL lockout -- he’ll continue to evolve, 
overthrow Thiessen as the new #3 in Pittsburgh, then graduate to the NHL. 

Of the top CHL guys turning pro this season, I still feel that Mark carries the most 
value. He has the most effective goalie coach for his size and style of play, and 
aside from Pickard and Bobkov, has a legit shot at an AHL role this season. 

As close as Dustin is to being an NHL backup, his future within the Lightning orga-
nization is not very clear. Riku Helenius is going to be a tough foe to fend off, and 
for that reason, along with Lindback’s presence, his value slightly declines.

Because Peters is on a two-way contract this season, he can return to Charlotte 
and play in the AHL. That’s not ideal for a guy that was destined to back up Ward 
due to Boucher’s injury, but at least now he’ll be able to play in a ton of games.

Knowing that Rick St. Croix is the new Leafs goalie coach, I want to boost Jussi’s 
value a few spots -- I think he really benefits from this change. But until we see 
how his season begins, it’s more accurate to keep him ranked 24th overall. 

Cal is the expected starter for Lake Erie this season -- that alone should earn him 
a boost. But in my opinion, without a full-time goalie coach on staff, it’s too much 
responsibility way too soon, especially without a veteran there to help him out.  


